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Mr. Abe Taqtaq
President
Frontier Duty Free Association
600-116 Lisgar Street
Ottawa, ON K2P 0C2
Dear Mr. Taqtaq:


Thank you for meeting with me on February 28, 2011, and your follow-up letter dated March 4th in which you outlined your association’s concerns with proposed changes to the Duty Free Shop regulations.


As we discussed, Strategic Review proposals were approved at Ministerial levels wherever programs were identified as being inefficient or ineffective, or where they were misaligned with government priorities or the department/agency’s mandate.  In the case of the Duty Free Shop program, the move away from licensing towards more industry self-regulation was proposed primarily to allow the CBSA to align itself as closely as possible to its core mandate of national security and facilitating the movement of legitimate trade and travel.


Further to our discussion, I do appreciate your concerns surrounding the lack of any recent meetings or consultations with external stakeholders.  At this time, we continue to work with our internal stakeholders and with other government departments in order to clearly identify which programs or regulations should be adjusted or possibly eliminated.



Once this important phase of internal consultations is completed, we will be in position to engage the external Working Group to recommence discussions.  In this regard, we will be in touch with your office in April to arrange a meeting of the Working Group in the near future.  In the meantime, I can assure you that any input we have already received, including the suggestions you provided, are being carefully considered as part of our review.
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Thank you again for meeting with me and I assure you that we will engage in further discussions with you and your Duty Free Shop colleagues before any final decisions are made.



Yours sincerely,


Mike Feniak

Director General




Trade Programs and CBSA Assessment 
and Revenue Management Directorate
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